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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SBDC Event Matches Small Businesses with Government Contracts May 5 
 
TAMPA, Fla. — The Small Business Development Center at the University of South Florida and its Procurement 
Technical Assistance Center (SBDC/PTAC at USF) host their 2011 Government Small Businesses Matchmaker 
to provide Bay area businesses one-on-one access to key buyers from federal and local government agencies and 
contractors. The event takes place May 5 from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  at the Alfano Conference and Banquet Center. 
 
“The government pushed $500 billion in federal contracting spending last fiscal year as Florida spent $17 
billion— buying everything from alarm systems and catering services to marketing strategies and corporate 
housing facilities,” said Charlene Bostic, the SBDC’s PTAC manager, who has 20 plus years purchasing for the 
Department of Defense and the U.S. Air Force.   
 
Now, Bostic helps small businesses compete for and win contracts. She explains that even though many businesses                                                  would be preferred suppliers due to their small business, 
could qualify for a minority, veteran or women-owned business status, it’s a widely unexplored market because 
the process of becoming certified and placing competitive bids can be long and confusing without the help of a 
procurementspecialist. 
 
 The SBDC’s matchmaker eases the process for businesses looking to diversify their sales as well as those already 
successful in selling to the government. The event strategically places business owners with corresponding agencies 
and contractors based upon products and services needed. After they are paired, participants are able to gain first-
hand insight on procurement forecasts; determine the best methods for being awarded specific contracts; and learn 
about recent legislation designed to strengthen small businesses’ contracting ability. 
 
On average, businesses can expect three-to-five matchmaker appointments with agencies of their preference. 
They’ll also have additional opportunities to network and meet with SBDC and PTAC  business consultants in areas of 

finance, marketing and web strategy, bid preparation, contract administration, and certification for women, minority 
and veteran-owned businesses.  
Previous matchmaker representatives include: U.S. Special Ops Command (SOCOM), Jabil, Lockheed Martin, 
MacDill Air Force Base, Department of Veteran Affairs, General Dynamics, Raytheon, Small Business 
Administration, Harris, Progress Energy, City of Tampa and Pinellas County purchasing departments and more. 

Register at www.SBDCtampabay.com or call 813-905-5828. Registration Deadline is April 29. Cost 

includes lunch and refreshments. Price is $75 before April 22 and $100 after April 22. The Dr. Blaise 

Alfano Conference and Banquet Center is located at 11606 McKinley Dr., Tampa, FL 33612. Reasonable 

accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made if requested at least two weeks in advance.  

 
 

 

—More— 

http://www.sbdctampabay.com/
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About Charlene Bostic: 

Charlene Bostic serves as manager of the Procurement Technical Assistance Center at USF (PTAC at USF), 
which is part of the Florida Small Business Development Center Network’s Florida Procurement Technical 
Assistance Center. Her expertise in securing government contracts comes from her 20 plus years of purchasing for 
the Department of Defense. She began her career as an active duty member with the United States Air Force 
where she purchased a wide variety of products and services ranging from component parts purchases to $100 
million high-tech and research and development contracts. She joined the SBDC/PTAC at USF in 2002 as a 
Certified Business Analyst assisting businesses become certified and ultimately win high-profile contracts.  
 
She is a Certified Acquisition Professional through the Defense Acquisition University and is Level II Acquisition 
Professional Development Program (APDP) certified. She earned her bachelor's degree in human resources 
administration from Saint Leo University, graduating in the top 10 percent of her class. 
 

 

About the Small Business Development Center and the Procurement Technical Assistance Center at USF: 

As Florida’s principal provider of small business assistance, The SBDC at USF is a nonprofit resource available 
to entrepreneurs wanting to start or grow their business. The SBDC provides free, one-on-one business consulting 
and low-cost seminars in areas vital to business growth and success.  

 
The SBDC at USF is a member of the Florida SBDC Network, a statewide service network funded in part through 
a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration www.SBA.com and is partnered with the 
University of South Florida College of Business. PTAC at USF is a special program of the Florida SBDC 
Network and is funded in part by the U.S. Department of Defense. It offers consulting and training services in bid 
and proposal preparation, contract administration, pre-award surveys, quality assurance, federal supply schedule 
solutions, and 8(a), SDB and MBE certifications. 
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