
 
 
Dennis Goodman                             April 13, 2009 
Home Depot 
General Manager 
6730 Memorial Highway 
Tampa, Fl 33615 
 
 
Dear Dennis Goodman: 
 
Home Depot is a leader in water conservation, clean air, energy efficiency and other sustainable 
activities in the community.  Your store has contributed to Home Depot’s perception as being 
environmentally responsible by keeping your parking areas free of debris and ensuring that 
activities cause minimal damage to the environment. However, the land directly beyond your 
store front, which is facing inland waterways, is polluted with trash. This area may not be 
included in your property but the vast accumulation of trash appears to be from your store.  
 
These polluted aquatic areas drain into the waters of the Rocky Creek Nature Preserve, as 
well as Tampa Bay. The residents of our community fear that more trash will enter the water as 
we approach the rainy season and that this would disturb the vast variety of wildlife in our area. 
Additionally, many residents in our area actively use the waterways for outdoor recreational 
activities such as fishing, boating, skiing and swimming. They do not wish to see damage to the 
ecosystem we all enjoy.    
 
Hillsborough County is cutting budgets due to economic pressures, which means that funding for 
many environmental programs will be cut. In turn, the county has implemented an array of 
volunteer programs to assist with preserving Tampa’s nationally acclaimed natural world. 
Mariner Cay Backyard Conservation works with these programs to conserve our delicate 
community.  
 
Your store has the opportunity to create a positive impact in Hillsborough County by supporting 
Mariner Cay’s short-term backyard refuge plan, which has long lasting benefits. Included in this 
package are our plans to reshape our waterways and what Home Depot can do to help.  
 
Thank you in advance for taking the steps necessary to alleviate the situation.  
 
Jessica Summers  
Mariner Cay Backyard Refuge 
Mariner@inyourbackyard.com       
Lookinyourbackyard.com    
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Mariner Cay Backyard Refuge was established in 2008 by residents of the Mariner Cay Condo 
Association in order to help protect neighboring Rocky Creek Coastal Preserve as well as 
waterways entwining the area. The condo association originally formed to prevent more condos 
from being built in the vicinity in order to balance human and wildlife habitats. 
 
The Rocky Creek Coastal Preserve, which is mostly tidal wetlands,  
is part of the Upper Tampa Bay Park and its 279 acres cover 
approximately five miles of old Tampa Bay shoreline. Rocky Creek 
was purchased by the County with funds from the Environmental 
Laboratory Accreditation Program, in 1992. The estuarine ecosystem 
is one of the most productive natural systems on earth. The area 
includes mangrove swamps, salt marshes and seagrass beds. Some of 
the animals found in the preserve include manatees, otters, humming 
birds, Bobwhite quail, bass, alligators and wild turkeys. 
 
 Over the past year, Mariner Cay Backyard Refuge has educated more than 400 residents living 
on the interconnected canals about ways to make eco-friendly choices so everyone can continue 
enjoying the area’s beautiful flora and fauna. Since we live on sensitive lands, our goal is to keep 
area residents informed about issues such as septic tank leakage, safe boating habits, dumping 
precautions, composting, conservation and a variety of information about making backyards a 
refuge for wildlife.  
 
We work the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation, Hillsborough County Watershed Atlas, 
Tampa Bay Estuary, Adopt-A-Pond as well as other community organizations to bring neighbors 
together to improve water and land quality, and supply animal habitats and diminish invasive 
species, ultimately increasing our property values.   
 
We organize clean-up days as well as preservation activities in Rocky Creek by conducting 
habitat surveys, helping with exotic animal and plant control and developing canoe and hiking 
trails.  
 
For more information on ways you can help our neighborhood contact Jessica Summers at 
863.409.4807 or Summers@backyard.com.  Lookinyourbackyard.com 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Earth Day Tampa Bay  
              
           April 22, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 

Mariner Cay Backyard Refuge and your neighbors invite you to partner with us for Earth Day 
Tampa Bay. Home Depot can show support by providing a portion of its parking lot for 
activities, donating construction supplies or volunteering to help clean trash. The event is a great 
way for Home Depot to gain positive exposure in Tampa’s media markets for showing concern 
and dedication for protecting the delicate ecosystem connecting to Rocky Creek Costal Preserve. 
 
Mariner Cay Backyard Refuge is celebrating Earth Day 2009 by building two floating holts, or 
dens, for a family of otters that frequent the area. The North American river otter population was 
threatened by fur hunters but now their populations are threatened due to water pollution and 
habitat destruction. In order to build a refuge for these critters, their environment needs to be 
inspected.  The waterways and soil are being tested for toxic conditions and river fencing is 
being built on river banks to enhance with the vegetation processes. Our goal is to complete five 
miles of riverbed fencing and clean polluted areas. 
 
Earth Day Tampa Bay begins at 9 a.m. April 22, and breaks at noon for lunch and activities. 
Numerous media personal are expected to visit throughout the day. The evening will end at 5 
p.m. Additional details will be in the event program, which you will receive after registering for 
the event with mariner Cay Backyard Conservation. 
 
 
 

               Contact: Jessica Summers  
Mariner Cay Backyard Refuge 
Mariner@inyourbackyard.com; Lookinyourbackyard.com 
863-409-4809 
 



Home Depot pollution site 
Store location: 6730 Memorial HWY Tampa FL 33615 

 

 



 
 
Home Depot’s pollution drain into Tampa Bay & Rocky Creek Nature Preserve 
Store location: 6730 Memorial HWY Tampa FL 33615 
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ENVIRONMENTAL LANDS ACQUISITION & PROTECTION PROGRAM
"ROCKY CREEK COASTAL PRESERVE (fka Troydale Road)"

Acquired Site

Locator Map

Scale: 1" = 1000'

Purchase Price $96,295

Other Public Land

Other Preservation

Area Acquired 279 Acres

Approximate Site Area 370 Acres

�\\CTYCTR2\SYS\ECS\GROUPS\REAL\GIS\ILLUSTRATOR\ELAPP\SITES\ROCKY CREEK

NOTE:  Location boundaries and acreages are approximate. 
For more detailed information contact the E.L.A.P.P. 
program.

October 18, 2006

Real Estate Department
Survey Division

GIS SECTION
601 E. Kennedy Blvd.
Tampa, Florida 33601-1110

Hillsborough County
Florida
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The North American river otter’s scientific name is Lutra Canadensis and they 
belong to the Mustelidae family, which includes weasels, badgers, skunks, and other 
breeds of otters. 
 
 
Diet: 
 
The North American River Otter typically eats at night and concentrates on aquatic 
creatures such as suckers, minnows, catfishes and crabs but will eat insects, birds 
and lizards. They find their prey by using their whiskers, which are sensitive to 
movement. They eat while floating on their backs, holding the food with their 
forepaws.  
 
Habitat: 

River otters make use of a variety of homes created by other animals such as 
muskrats, beavers and woodchucks.  They live in marshes, wooded rivers and are 
frequent visitors to lakes and ponds.  

Otters’ dens, or holts, can be formed from riverbank tree roots and brush piles. Since 
they have enormous amounts of territory, often ranging 50 miles, they will have as 
many as 30 holts, but only the safest will be used for breeding. 

 
Actives: 

 To swim, they maneuver their bodies up and down, paddle with their webbed 
hind feet, and use their front feet and tails to steer.  

 They can stay underwater for up to four minutes 
 River otters communicate with a mixture of squeals, grunts, screams, and 

growls.  

 North American River Otter  

Protect Florida's Wildlife

What’s In Your Backyard? 
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